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2014 Seed Quality Management Workshop 
May 8-9 May 1-2 

Seed Quality Management  

This workshop is characterized by its 
practical approach (see Figs. 1-4 below), 
and focuses on the current needs of grass 
seed growers, conditioners, and dealers. 
The content of the workshop improves 
every year based on the input of previous 
participants. !
!

For these reasons, the OSU Seed 
Laboratory continues to offer two-day 
workshops in Seed Quality Management. 
In 2014, the workshops will be on May 1-2, 
and May 8-9. If there is demand, an 
additional session (May 15-16) can be 
added. Only 20 participants are accepted in 
each group to maintain the hands-on 
approach. !

OSU Seed Laboratory 
3291 SW Campus Way 

Corvallis, OR  97331 
seedlab.oregonstate.edu 

OSU Seed Laboratory 

Figure 1: A collection of 100 live plants will be presented to learn how 
to recognize them in the field and understand their negative 

implications on noxious weed, undesirable grass seeds (UGS), sod 
quality, crop and weed and other exams. !

Seed quality is a powerful biological technology.  
Oregon is the world leader in grass seed supply.  To 
maintain that edge, there is a continuous need to 
strengthen our seed quality management in each and 
every step of the system including: seed field 
management, seed conditioning, seed testing, seed 
storage, and distribution.  Furthermore, the world is 
becoming more competitive, meaning that we have to 
compete successfully with high quality seeds.!
!
These workshops are most useful for grass seed 
growers, seed conditioners, and seed dealers. 
However, others who are interested in seed quality 
management in general, can also join us. The 
instructors are: Dr. Adriel Garay, Dr. Sabry Elias, Dr. 
Andrew Hulting, Mr. Dennis Lundeen, manager of 
Seed Certification, and the team of seed testing 
specialists from the OSU Seed Laboratory. !
!
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Fees and Signup 
• $273/person, includes 
workbook, parking, 
lunch, and 
refreshments.  

• A certificate of 
successful completion 
is provided at the end 
of the program.  

• To register, fill out the 
Seed Quality 
Management 
Workshop sign-up 
sheet at 
seedlab.oregonstate.edu 
or contact: 
seedlab@oregonstate.edu   

 

Content of the Workshop 
•  Opportunities for 

innovation of seed quality 
systems.!

•  Seed production: critical 
factors in field 
management, procedures, 
and controls.!

•  Recognition of weed 
plants, including 
classification as noxious, 
sod-prohibited, etc.!

•  Prevention and control of 
crops and weeds in seed 
production fields.!

•  Recognition of pure seeds, 
inert matter, and most 
frequent crop and weed 
seeds.!

•  Seed cleaning: principles, 
procedures, and current 
limitations.!

•  Practical demonstration of 
seed cleaning (using lab-
scale equipment).!

•  Seed certification: 
procedures and standards.!

•  Sampling: lot uniformity, 
sampling, and variability 
in test results.!

•  Viability: dormancy, 
germination, vigor testing.!

•  Protection of seed quality 
in storage, shipment, and 
distribution channels.!

Figure 2: Workshop 
participants observing 
and discussing seed 
cleaning procedures 
using laboratory-scale 
seed cleaning 
equipment at the USDA 
Seed Cleaning 
Laboratory. !

Figure 4: OSU Weed Specialist Dr. Andy 
Hulting discussing methods for preventing 

or controlling weeds in the field.!

Figure 3: Participants 
learning to recognize pure 
seeds, weed seeds, other 
crop seeds, and types of 
inert material.!


