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We hope you enjoy this new, condensed newsletter format. If you have ideas for
improving this newsletter, please contact the office at 503-685-7555 or email

smith@pacwestcom.com
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
 
Wow, time flies by when you’re having fun. It has already been three
months into my year. The board has met once as a group, and the
executive committee has met with ODA Director Alexis Taylor, and Casey
Prentiss and Elizabeth Savory from the plant health division.  
  
As you all know, we are headed towards our 50th anniversary
celebration, and in reviewing board meeting minutes from the last 50
years, I came across the following. It was then President Don Mears’
opening remarks at the 1986 summer convention. His message stood out
to me because it still holds true today. 
 
The full article continues here 
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BREEDER MOTION UPDATE

The OSU Dean’s work group met for
the third time on August 15 to discuss
the motion made at the OSA Mid-
Winter Meeting in January 2018
requesting that testing data be copied
to the breeder. OSU made their
presentation to the group and showed
how the current computer program
could be updated to give breeders
access to a summary of testing data.
This summary would provide field and
lot designations along with pounds,
while not giving specifics, thus
maintaining the confidentiality
of producer information on behalf of
the producers and contractors. 

To implement the system would come
at a significant cost, and OSU is
requesting those funds from the
organizations that are part of the work
group—Turfgrass Breeders Association,
Oregon Seed Association, and Oregon
Seed Council. 
 
Plan to attend the Mid-Winter Meeting
on January 17, 2019, to discuss this
matter in depth. We look to your
guidance as to our next steps. 

SEED LAB UPDATE
Seed Sample Storage Rules
As follow up to the discussion at the 2018 Summer Convention, the rule proposed by Sharon
Davidson to do away with reference to germination in the storage section was incorporated on
the floor at the June AOSA meeting and passed.
Palmer Amaranth
We have confirmed that Indiana will remove the Amaranthus spp. from its noxious weed seeds
list, for the time being. That they are focusing on Amaranthus as a whole species, rather than just
Palmer amaranth, is a huge concern for Oregon. 
The full article continues here 
 

LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY DAY
 

Join us March 4, 2019, at the Salem Capitol
 

Volunteers are needed to spend the day at the Salem Capitol to meet with legislators, as
well as staff an interactive display booth. More information will be available as the date gets

closer. 
 

Stay informed of this and other updates by visiting our legislative page here>>>

Subscribe Past Issues RSSTranslate

http://www.oregonseed.org/events/winter-meeting/
http://www.oregonseed.org/?page_id=4998&preview=true
http://www.oregonseed.org/legislative-updates/
http://eepurl.com/dCUoN9
https://us18.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=46a9f01049188ce1816e08f96&id=1b5a43cf79
https://us18.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=46a9f01049188ce1816e08f96&id=1b5a43cf79
javascript:;


LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
 
Plan to attend the OSA Mid-Winter Meeting to hear from legislative panel speakers who will
present to membership the pros and cons of several bills on specific topics expected for the 2019
legislative session. Panel speakers will be presenting bills related to pesticides, tax matters,
wage/labor issues, and grower-specific issues. Hear how those bills apply to seed dealers in the
industry, and get their recommendation on whether OSA membership should support or oppose
the bill. 
 
Legislative Report for Friday, September 28
 
Lawmakers convened in Salem this week for the last round of interim hearings before the
election. It was clear the election, not the session, was front on their minds. Absent this week in
committee hearings was the highly partisan substance typically used as fuel for the campaigns.
With an ambitious policy agenda coming into the next legislative session, Democratic leadership
left many committees’ dockets with benign updates on agency programs and implementation of
previously passed legislation. We suspect the reason for this is not a lack of issues coming down
the pipeline, but rather the closeness of several highly contested races.
 
Read the full report here>> 

NEW AEZ RULES TO GO INTO EFFECT 
 
The Oregon Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OR-OSHA) released their final rules
for the implementation of the updated Worker Protection Standard (WPS). The new rules will take
effect on January 1, 2019.  
 
Understand these rules by reviewing them here>>>

Intermodal – With the new ELD laws in full effect for both Over the Road and Intermodal
drayage carriers, we are now seeing the fall out of the full effect. Capacity and pricing on the
Over the Road application has pushed the demand over to the Intermodal application that are
presently at a twelve-year high or 120% full capacity by ramp across the US domestic market. 
 
Cause and Effect – Because of the demand on all types of equipment (both OTR and
Intermodal) and a very strong economy, the effect has produced an implosion in the rail system
producing longer transit times with congestion at all ramps with dray capacity being taxed to the
point that containers are being delayed on both pickups and deliveries. The other side of this is
that the drayage community has become more selective on what business they will or won’t
take.  
 
Read the full review here>>>

NEWS FROM ASTA
Update on New NAFTA Deal

President Trump's administration announced a successful renegotiation of a trilateral free
trade agreement between the United States, Canada, and Mexico. This deal, known as the
United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA), includes several wins for the seed
industry.
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The full article continues here
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